Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 65 June 1972 comments that are possible in this short space are generally apposite, many problems are not discussed. This deficit is presumably the result of a deliberate policy in the allocation of space for each topic, and might be corrected with advantage in a subsequent edition.
The illustrations are an especially admirable feature of the book. The X-rays and electrocardiograms are particularly clear and there are many excellent line drawings. The authors are to be congratulated on a remarkable production, which is a tribute to the high standard of cardiology at St Vincent's Hospital, New York.
JOHN HAMER
Bunnell's Surgery of the Hand revised by Joseph H Boyes MD 5th ed pp xii + 727 illustrated £17 Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1970 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Bunnell's 'Surgery of the Hand' is regarded by most of us as the 'bible' of this specialty. It is twenty-six years since it first appeared. This fifth edition has been edited by another master of hand surgery, Joseph H Boyes. The preface states that 'the aim of this edition is to emphasize the principles that Sterling Bunnell set out in the earlier editions and to illustrate the results that can be obtained in following these principles and using proven methods. Unless otherwise specifically noted, the procedures or operations described in this edition are those used by Dr. Bunnell, the editor and their immediate associates, and thus represent a combined experience of many years'.
The great merit of this book lies in the fact that it records the lifetime experience of one man and his associates, all experts in a most important specialty. In this latest edition, revised by Boyes, it is brought up to date.
DONAL BROOKS
The Clinical Apprentice by John M Naish MD FRCP and Alan E A Read MD FRCP 4th ed pp v + 244 illustrated £1-50 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This book is now firmly established among its older competitors as an introduction to clinical medicine. It is clearly written and gives in a form easy to understand at that stage just what a student needs to know about the approach to the patient, history-taking and examination. To the new edition has been added a stimulating chapter on the evaluation of physical signs in the process of diagnosis. The book has been divided into two sections, one devoted to examination at leisure and the other to examination of acute cases. Technique must be learned by repeated examination of chronic cases and the greater part of the book explains how to conduct a methodical examination system by system. The handling of acute cases differs in that examination is focused on immediate diagnosis with a view to urgent treatment. Examples include the unconscious patient, meningitis, and acute breathlessness, which are very well done. This is a well produced book with plenty of line drawings and photographs but no colour pictures. Students starting clinical work should be sure to consider it when choosing a primer. K 0 BLACK Clinical Disorders of the Heart Beat by Samuel Bellet MD 3rd ed pp x + 1317 illustrated £23-60 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1971 London: Henry Kimpton This well-known and authoritative description of the arrhythmias has been revised after an interval of eight years and now extends to 1317 pages and a price of £23-60. After an initial section on the relevant anatomy and physiology, discussion of the individual arrhythmias occupies nearly half the book. The remainder consists of a detailed review of arrhythmias in relation to clinical problems, and of the use of anti-arrhythmic drugs. It is difficult to be sure of the value of these sections for the trainee physician, as this part of the book must be read in relation to textbooks of general medicine and pharmacology. The extended bibliography at the end of each chapter is useful, but many references are clearly retained from previous editions; analysis of one chapter taken at random showed that nearly two-thirds of the references were dated before 1960. Although there seem to be very few errors, it is distressing for the reviewer to find his own name mis-spelt! Many new aspects of the study of arrhythmias are included, and there are useful sections on trifascicular block, His bundle potentials, pacing techniques and electroversion. However, in some sections discussion seems restricted for a work of this size.
The value of the book lies in the compilation of data from many sources and the relationship of this material to the extensive clinical experience of the author; it must remain for many years a standard work of reference for practising cardiologists.
JOHN HAMER

